
On Monday night Bud Cameron came to The Surry County Genealogical Assn. meeting and spoke to our group n the 

people who came to Mt. Airy, N.C. from Scotland to work in the North Carolina Granite Quarry which is  

located about 1 and 1/2 miles outside of Mt. Airy. 

 

For people who have lived in Mt. Airy, N.C. all their life it seems we just take it for granite that we have the largest open 

face Granite Quarry in the world right here in our own back door. The N.C. Granite Corporation. It is 1 and 1/2 miles 

outside of Mt. Airy. All my life  I have been fascinated with the Mt. Airy Granite Quarry or years ago it was referred to as 

the Rock. I was born and grew up in Mt. Airy, not to far from the N.C. Granite Quarry and as I was growing up every time 

we had company we would take them and walk over to the Quarry. We had lots of pictures made at the Quarry, but 

none of them actually showed the Quarry that good. It has always held a fascination for me.  

As I got older I started reading all the history I could find on the Quarry. We know that it has always been here, but they  

really could not do anything with the rock in a big way until the Railroad came in and that was in 1888. Then I guess I got 

to thinking about the Quarry more after I retired and became a Tour Guide in Mt. Airy and started taken people over to 

see the Quarry and I seen just how carried away they was when they saw it.  So I started thinking more about the history 

of the Quarry and the men who had worked at the Quarry and I wondered about them, who was those men. When the 

quarry opened there was around 500 who worked there, Black and white and now there are around 150 because of 

modern equipment and still Black and White. So what I am trying to say people from all walks of life worked here 

together and still do.  

 

Now this quarry has always been here and it was first owned by by a man named Gilmer and when he bought the land it 

was on, he was mad when he realized how much of the land was a large Rock Quarry because he wanted farm land. 

Farm Land was the most important and valuable  thing a farmer could have. But when the Railroad came in Thomas 

Woodfulle who was over building train stations along the Railroad, he knew the importance of the quarry, so he bought 

it from Mr. Gilmer. He is the one who first opened up the Quarry. He lived on Main Street in Mt. Airy across the  

street from First Baptist Church in the Pink house and he donated the Granite for First Baptist Church to be built. They 

said he could sit in his door and watch while they was building First Baptist Church. Now the Railroad came in from town 

and it went all the way through the quarry. So who worked in this quarry? Well on Feb 13, 2017 we had Bud Cameron  

who was The Register of Deeds in our Register of Deeds Office came and talk to The Surry County Genealogical Assn. 

about the men who came here from Scotland to work in the Quarry.  Bud talked about the Scots in the late 19th century 

and their settlement and work in the Mt. Airy Granite Quarry. It was fascinating to learn about these people. Back then it  

would get so cold here in the winter time and the quarry would close down for a month or 2 and that is when those men 

would go back home to see their families or some would go work in another quarry somewhere else in the United 

States. Their families did end up coming here sometimes maybe after the husband had been here 2 years. But we have 

to stop and think about the talent these men had and we had a need for that talent.  You can find monuments and 

things built out of Mt. Airy North Carolina Granite everywhere and there was men who came here from other  

countries. The Mt. Airy Post Office is an example of that. Vincenzo Alfrano, "Big Jim" who came here from Italy did the  

 beautiful hand work that you can see on our Post Office which is on Main Street. His story is in The Surry County  

 Heritage Book VOLI and it is a real story. There was men who came  here from Spain and China and the 1900 census 

tells about them. They were our friends. We went to church with them and our children  went to school with their 

children. We will tell more about them later.  

 



 


